COMMITTING TO SHARING CHRIST

1. WHY WITNESS? (These are your top reasons for making witnessing a priority.)

2. MY PERSONAL COMMITMENT TO WITNESSING

(This is you own personal statement of your commitment to serve God through witnessing.)

3. MY BANNER

(This is a short inspirational statement that sums it up for you and reminds you to ACT. )

PREPARING TO SHARE

4. GETTING STARTED

HOW DO I KNOW IF SOMEONE IS REALLY A CHRISTIAN?

HOW DOES SOMEONE BECOME A CHRISTIAN?

WHAT OTHER TYPES OF WITNESSING CONVERSATIONS ARE THERE?

WHAT CAN I OFFER/WHERE CAN I INVITE PEOPLE IN EACH OF THE THREE AREAS?

WHAT ARE MY OCCASSIONS/RESOURCES/TOOLS?  

5. PREPARING TO SHARE-MY WITNESS/IN MY OWN WORDS

  A.  FOR THE NON CHRISTIAN

Why am I a Christian?

What is the blessing of that in my daily life?

What miracles has God done for me and others I know?

B.    FOR THE NON LUTHERAN

Why am I a Lutheran?

What is unique about being Lutheran?

What do I love about the Lutheran Church?

C.  FOR THE LUTHERAN WHO IS NOT ATTENDING

Why am I at Trinity?

What do I love about our church?

6. PLANNING TO SHARE-WHAT SHOULD I SAY

· what result can I focus on in this time and place 

· who am I for them and who are they for me

· what do they want and need

· what can I share from scripture or my life

· what can I offer or where can I invite them 

· what follow up is needed

7.  SOME COMMON PITFALLS 
 

· Thinking it is up to you:  God’s words not yours are the source of the power and prayer is your uplink.  Pray before, during and after.  As often as possible share from the scriptures.

· Arguing:  you cannot argue people into the kingdom 

· Preaching:  share scriptures, and stories.  People can shift with parable what they cannot confront with argument. 

· Correcting:  share your humanity and your mistakes, what you have in common is that you are BOTH sinners. 

· Pressuring:  invite and offer, then let them choose.

· TALKING too much:  listen, acknowledge, appreciate and love.

· Making it complicated:  it isn’t. You can witness in less than 30 seconds to anyone.

8.  SPEED SHARING  

· I’ll pray for you.

· I am a Christian.

· I have a book/gift for you.

· I invite you to…

· This scripture always cheers me up…

(With a partner brainstorm 3 more things you could share in less than 30 seconds)

PRACTICES

PRACTICE NUMBER ONE FOR THE NON CHRISTIAN

Choose a partner and one of the following two scenarios.  

a. You are helping out with Hotel DeZink and one of the homeless men asks you about being Lutheran.  You suspect that he is not a Christian.  

b. You answer your door Saturday morning to find 2 Mormon

missionaries.  You have to pick up your child in 30 minutes and they are 15 minutes away.

Tell your partner their role.

Prepare your conversation using the format on p. 4

SAMPLE prep

· I can spend only 5 minutes with the missionaries and I do not want to argue.  

· I am committed that I am saved by faith in Christ and not my own works. 

· They want to witness to me but I believe they need to hear a clear witness to Christ.

· I can share a scripture and assure them of my confidence in salvation through Christ alone.

· I can offer them a brochure or invite them to listen to the Lutheran Hour.

· I can thank them for caring about me enough to call.

Do your practice.

Debrief with your partner by asking these questions.

What worked about our talk?

What didn’t work about our talk?

Did you feel respected and appreciated?

Did you feel I listened to what you were saying?

Would you have accepted my offer or invitation and if not what was missing?

Thank your partner and switch.

PRACTICE NUMBER TWO FOR THE NON LUTHERAN

Choose one of the following two scenarios.  

a.  A co-worker asks you where you go to church.  She was raised Catholic but has not participated in many years.  
b.  A friend approaches you and asks if you know of any Christian schools in the area.

Tell your partner their role.

Prepare your conversation using the format on p. 4

SAMPLE prep

· I can go to lunch with this person and spend about an hour sharing.

· I am committed that a Lutheran education is a blessing and that Lutheran schools grow and flourish. 

· They want information and may need contact and registration information.

· I can share my own experience of a Lutheran education and get them the information they need to register.

· I can invite them to register their child.

· I can support them and follow up with them to see that they have what they need to make a choice.

Do your practice.

Debrief with your partner by asking the questions on p. 6.

Thank your partner and switch.

PRACTICE NUMBER THREE FOR THE LUTHERAN WHO IS NOT ATTENDING

Choose one of the following two scenarios.  

a.  A dear friend of yours has stopped attending Trinity.  She used to be quite active and sing in the choir.  You know she shares your love for music.  
b.  An old friend from college calls to let you know their daughter was admitted to Stanford and will be starting in the fall.  You and he used to attend Lutheran services together when you were both in college in Indiana.

Tell your partner their role.

Prepare your conversation using the format on p. 4

NO SAMPLE prep

You are on your own.  But you can do this now.

Do your practice.

Debrief with your partner by asking the questions on p. 6.

Thank your partner and switch.

KEEPING MY COMMITMENT ALIVE

1. MAKE A PRAYER LIST OF 10 PEOPLE YOU COULD HAVE A CONVERSATION WITH THIS YEAR.

2.  NEXT TO THEIR NAME NOTE WHAT TYPE OF
     CONVERSATION YOU COULD HAVE. 

3.  CHOOSE ONE PERSON ON YOUR LIST AND DISCUSS

     WITH YOUR PARTNER WHAT OPPORTUNITIES YOU 

     COULD CREATE TO SHARE WITH THAT PERSON.  
4.  IF TIME PERMITS, PLAN OUT THAT        

     CONVERSATION USING THE FORMAT ON PAGE 4.

5. LIST AND SHARE WITH YOUR PARTNER TWO NEW  

THINGS YOU COULD DO TO KEEP YOUR   COMMITMENT TO EVANGELISM ALIVE.

(EXAMPLE:  A WEEKLY REVIEW OF YOUR PRAYER LIST FOR NEW OPPORTUNITIES OR NEW PEOPLE TO ADD.)
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